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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 25 is objected to because of the following informalities: the claim is written 
to depend on claim 26, which has not yet been disclosed; the claim should be rewritten 
to depend from a previously written claim. The claim will be judged on merit as if it were 
dependent on claim 24. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-3, 8-12, 15, 19, 20 and 22-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Kyte (US Patent 6,313,733) in view of Newman (US Patent 
6,091 ,329) and further in view of Rye et al. (Rye; US Patent 6,744,463). 



Regarding claim 1 , Kyte discloses Child Pager System that has the following 
claimed subject matters: 
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The claimed plurality of transmitters for transmitting audio at different frequencies 
from different locations is met by the pager units that transmit panic signals on a 
plurality of different frequencies (col2 13-25); 

The claimed at least one receiver remote from the transmitters for receiving and 
announcing the transmitted audio from the plurality of transmitters is met by the 
transmitter unit receiving panic signals from the pager units (abstract, col2 13-25 and 
46-63); 

However, Kyte does not specifically disclose the claimed receiver remote from 
the transmitters announcing the transmitted audio from the plurality of transmitters. The 
device of Kyte provides a local recording and playback means for each of the plurality of 
pager units but does not specifically disclose a means for transmitting that audio to the 
transmitting unit. Newman discloses Monitor/Hands-Free Intercom that teaches a 
parent and child transceiver system that automatically transmits the sound detected at a 
child unit to the receiver of a parent unit (abstract and col4 14-36). Modifying the device 
of Kyte to include means for transmitting the sound recorded at the pager units to the 
transmitter unit would be beneficial because at times when the user of the pager unit is 
in distress he/she might not be able to activate the recording means on the pager unit 
and it also provides a real-time reporting of the recorded sounds instead of having to 
wait until the pager unit is retrieved to hear the recorded message. Therefore it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify 
the device disclosed by Kyte according to the teachings of Newman to announce the 
transmitted audio, at the transmitter unit, from the plurality of pager units. 
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However, Kyte and Newman still do not specifically disclose the claimed remote 
child monitoring system comprising the receiver having a first mode for sequentially 
announcing the transmitted audio from the transmitters and a second mode for 
announcing the audio from a selected transmitter. Rye discloses Multi-Camera 
Surveillance And Monitoring System that teaches a main unit that receives monitoring 
signals (in the form of video feeds) from a plurality of monitoring units; the system either 
automatically cycles through each of the monitoring units for a short period of time each 
or selectively monitors a user-selected monitoring unit (col2 2-6 and 40-52). Modifying 
the device of Kyte and Newman to have two modes of monitoring, one mode for 
sequentially cycling through the child transceiver units and a separate mode for 
selectively monitoring a particular monitoring unit would provide the user with an easy 
way to monitor all of the units at one time and also provide the capability to listen to a 
particular child unit more closely when needed. Therefore it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify the device 
disclosed by Kyte and Newman according to the teachings of Rye to have two modes of 
monitoring, one mode for sequentially cycling through the child transceiver units and a 
separate mode for selectively monitoring a particular monitoring unit. 

Regarding claim 2 t the claim is interpreted and rejected as claim 1 stated above. 

Regarding claim 3 , the claim is interpreted and rejected as claim 1 stated above. 
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Regarding claim 8 . the claim is interpreted and rejected as claim 1 stated above. 
The claimed receiver in the first mode announcing the audio for each transmitter for a 
period of 3 to 10 seconds is met by the system monitoring each particular monitored 
area for a short period, e.g. 5 seconds (Kyte: col4 46-63). It would be a user's choice to 
define the particular time period, and the claimed 3 to 10 seconds falls within a "short 
period". 

Regarding claim 9 , Kyte, Newman and Rye disclose all of the claimed limitations. 
The claimed system wherein the transmitters transmit continuously when turned on is 
met by the child transceiver unit transmitting the sound it receives (Newman: abstract 
and col5 57-62). 

Regarding claim 10 . Kyte, Newman and Rye disclose all of the claimed 
limitations. The claimed receiver including indication of which transmitter is being 
announced is met by the indicator lights that display which pager (child) unit is 
communicating with the transmitter (parent) (Kyte: col4 63-67). 

However, Kyte does not specifically disclose the claimed system wherein the 
transmitter includes a switch to select one of at least two frequencies of transmission. 
Newman teaches transceiver units being able to operate at either of two selectable 
radio frequencies (col5 44-56). Adding means to select between one of two operating 
radio frequencies to the device of Kyte would allow the user to choose a clear radio 
frequency in the case that multiple devices in the area were trying to use a particular 
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radio frequency. Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention to modify the device disclosed by Kyte according to the 
teachings of Newman to include a switch to select one of at least two frequencies of 
transmission. 

Regarding claim 11 , Kyte discloses all of the claimed limitations except for the 
claimed system wherein the receiver includes a switch to select one of at least two 
frequencies of transmission for each of the transmitters. Newman teaches transceiver 
units being able to operate at either of two selectable radio frequencies (col5 44-56). 
Adding means to the transmitter unit to select between one of two operating radio 
- frequencies to the device of Kyte would allow the user to choose a clear radio frequency 
in the case that multiple devices in the area were trying to use a particular radio 
frequency. Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to modify the device disclosed by Kyte according to the teachings 
of Newman to include a switch to select one of at least two frequencies of transmission. 

Regarding claim 12 , Kyte, Newman and Rye disclose all of the claimed 
limitations. The claimed receiver including indication of which transmitter is being 
announced is met by the indicator lights that display which pager (child) unit is 
communicating with the transmitter (parent) (Kyte: col4 63-67). 
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Regarding claim 15 . the claim is interpreted and rejected as claim 12 stated 

above. 

Regarding claim 19 . Kyte, Newman and Rye disclose all of the claimed 
limitations. The claimed system including a control for selecting between the modes 
and selecting the transmitter in the second mode is met by the selection buttons of the 
remote of Rye selectively choosing which remote area to monitor and a separate button 
to select the sequential monitoring mode (Rye: col3 57-67, col4 1-8 and 46-63). 

Regarding claim 20 . the claim is interpreted and rejected as claim 19 stated 

above. 

Regarding claim 22 . Kyte, Newman and Rye disclose all of the claimed 
limitations. The claimed system wherein the transmitter and the receivers are portable 
and include a battery source are met by the rechargeable battery (Kyte: col5 7-1 1 ). 

Regarding claim 23 . Kyte, Newman and Rye disclose all of the claimed 
limitations. The claimed system wherein the transmitter and the receivers include a 
power source of one of a battery and a plug for a power outlet is met by the power 
source having an ac outlet plug and also a rechargeable battery (Kyte: col5 7-11). 
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Regarding claim 24 , the claim is interpreted and rejected as claim 1 stated 

above. 

4. Claims 4-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kyte 
in view of Newman further in view of Rye and further in view of Osborne et al. (Osborne; 
US Patent 6,650,241). 

Regarding claim 4 , Kyte, Newman and Rye disclose all of the claimed limitations 
except for the claimed system including at least two receivers, each having the first and 
second modes. Osborne discloses Child Safety Device that teaches using multiple 
receiver units that can pick up the monitored units signals (col2 33-36). Adding at least 
another receiver to the system of Kyte, Newman and Rye would allow the user to place 
the receiver units in a plurality of areas that they are most likely to be around when they 
need to be monitoring the monitored areas; they would also be able to leave one 
stationary while they take another with them so that two parents would monitor the 
devices at the same time. Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention to modify the device disclosed by Kyte, Newman 
and Rye according to the teachings of Osborne to include at least two receivers, each 
having the first and second modes. 

Regarding claim 5 . the claim is interpreted and rejected as claim 4 stated above. 
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Regarding claim 6 . Kyte, Newman, Rye and Osborne disclose all of the claimed 
limitations. The claimed system wherein at least one of the receivers is portable is met 
by the device being used to monitor pager units held by multiple users (e.g. children) 
(Kyte: abstract). 

Regarding claim 7 . Kyte, Newman, Rye and Osborn disclose all of the claimed 
limitations. The claimed system wherein at least one of the receivers has a 
transmission mode is met by the transmitter unit being able to "page" the pager units 
and provide them with a signal that action is required by the user of the pager unit (Kyte: 
abstract) 

5. Claims 13, 14, 17 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kyte in view of Newman further in view of Rye and further in view of 
Gooch (UK Patent Application GB 2,366,943 A). 

Regarding claim 13 , Kyte, Newman and Rye disclose all of the claimed 
limitations except for the claimed receiver including indication of the level of the audio 
being received. Gooch discloses Baby Monitoring Unit Indicating Sound Amplitude Via 
Variable Light Intensity that teaches indicating the level of sound received from the 
monitored unit using light emitting diodes (abstract). Adding LEDs to the device of Kyte, 
Newman and Rye to indicate the level of sound received from the child transceiver unit 
would allow the user to get a better understanding, both visually and audibly, of the 



Application/Control Number: 10/697,625 Page 10 

Art Unit: 2632 

volume of the sound being monitored. Therefore it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify the device disclosed by 
Kyte, Newman and Rye according to the teachings of Gooch to include indication of the 
level of audio being received. 

Regarding claim 14 , the claim is interpreted and rejected as claim 13 stated 
above. The claimed indication of the level of audio being announced is directly related 
to the level of audio being received and would therefore be the same level of indication 
as that in claim 13. 

Regarding claim 17 , the claim is interpreted and rejected as claim 13 stated 

above. 

Regarding claim 18 , the claim is interpreted and rejected as claim 13 stated 
above. The LEDs that are used to indicate the sound level received are arranged in a 
group. 

6. Claims 16 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Kyte in view of Newman further in view of Rye and further in view of Witzel (US 
Patent 4,019,737). 
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Regarding claim 16 . Kyte, Newman and Rye disclose all of the claimed 
limitations except for the claimed system wherein each transmitter has a different color 
housing, and the indicators have a corresponding color. Witzel discloses Football 
Game Board that teaches the color coordinating of indicators to particular areas of a 
device (col2 54-63). Coloring the housings of the child transceiver units and using 
coordinated color LEDs to indicate which child unit is transmitting at that particular time 
would help the user to determine more quickly which particular child unit was 
transmitting at that particular time. Therefore it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify the device disclosed by 
Kyte, Newman and Rye according to the teachings of Witzel so that each transmitter 
has a different color housing, and the indicators have a corresponding color. 

Regarding claim 26 , the claim is interpreted and rejected as claim 16 stated 

above. 

7. Claims 21 and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Kyte in view of Newman further in view of Rye and further in view of Griesau et al. 
(Griesau; US Patent 6,507,306). 

Regarding claim 21 , Kyte, Newman and Rye disclose all of the claimed 
limitations except for the claimed system wherein the second buttons are translucent 
and lit when the corresponding transmitter is being announced. Griesau discloses 
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Universal Remote Control Unit that teaches illuminating translucent buttons when they 
are pressed to indicate a particular mode of operation (col4 32-35). Modifying the 
buttons of Kyte, Newman and Rye to be translucent and to light up when that particular 
child unit is transmitting would help the user to determine more quickly which particular 
child unit was transmitting at that particular time. Therefore it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify the device 
disclosed by Kyte, Newman and Rye according to the teachings of Witzel so that the 
buttons would be translucent and lit when the corresponding transmitter is being 
announced. 

Regarding claim 25 . the claim is interpreted and rejected as claim 21 stated 

above. 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Henderson et al. USP 6,072,392 

Altenhofen, USP 6,043,747 

Fitzgerald et al. USP 6,766,145 

Bornstein, USP 6,593,851 

Law, USP 5,768,696 
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Abrams et al. USP 5,512,880 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Travis R Hunnings whose telephone number is (571 ) 
272-3118. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 am - 5:00 pm M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel J Wu can be reached on (571 ) 272-2964. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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